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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


At the close of our jast volume, we gave a summary of 
the 9th anaual Report of the American Bible Society. 


A number of addresses were made at the Anniversary 
meeting of the Society which was held in New-York on 
the 12th ef May, among which were the following: 

His Excellency Gov. CLinron, at the opening 
of the meeting. 

Occasions of this kind are always calculated to 
produce the most solemn emotions ; for the objects 
of these Annual Meetings are connected with time 
and éternity, with our present and future state of 
existence. That Christianity has elevated the 
character of man and blessed him in his domestic 
connexions and in his social relations, cannot be 
denied by the most obdurate scepticism. We 
must indeed shut our eyes against the light of 
truth, if we do not yield implicit faith to the ex. 
alting and ameliorating virtues of our divine reli- 
gion. We can perhaps form a striking estimate 
of its blessings, by suppusing that it had never 
shed its effulgence upon the nations. What then 
would have been the state of the world? In all 
probability, the Gothic darkness which benighted 
mankind on the breaking up of the Roman Em- 
pire, would have been perpetuated. Man would 
have lost his recuperative energies, and the revo- 
lutions of ages would have witnessed his torpid 
inactivity and kopeless cebasement. 

The star that attracted the wondering curiosity of 
the wise men of theEast,has become a Sunof light to 
the human race; and wherever its radiations have 
reached, it has been the parent of cultivation, of civi- 
lization, of knowledge, and of virtue. Christianity 
being a revelation from God, recorded in certain 
books denominated t'.e Bible, it must be evident 
that we can never have a full and satisfactory view 
of its doctrines, unless we are possessed of the wri- 
tings which promulgate them. In diffusing these 
sacred volumes, we of course perform a solemn 
duty, and render an all important benefit to the 
"world. This day witnesses this meeting for that 
purpose—a day devoted to consultations on the 
ways and means of promoting human happiness, 
and on extending and strengthening the golden 
everlasting chain that binds together the heavens 
and the eaith—a meeting composed of many of 
the pious and the wise of our country, who over- 
looking all sectarian differences, have assembled 
in this temple of concord and have concentrated 
their energies in favour of the highest interests of 
the human race. <A day so solemn, a purpose so 
benevolent, an assembly so respectable, would 
roduce the most gratifying feeiings in all who 
ear me, were we not reminded by the absence of 





the distinguished heads of this Institution of the 
melancholy privations that we suffer. Our first 
President has left us for another and a better 
world, and his successor is disabled by bodily in- 
firmity from attending in this place. The worth 
of these ilsastrious men is enbalmed in the hearts 
of their countrymen. Another afflicting dispen- 
sation must be obvious to you all. The gentle- 
nian who generally presided at these conventions 
is no longer to be seen. He has gone forever: 
his earthly remains are in this world, his immor- 
tal spirit in the regions of bliss, To pass over on 
this »9ccasion without notice, the exalted merits of 
that truly good man, would evince an inexcusable 
insensibility, if not an unpardonable negiect. 

Matthew Clarkson was a man who filled a large 
space in the circle of patriotism and benevolence. 
Wherever a charitable or public spirited institu- 
tion was aboyt to.be established, bis presence was 
considered essential. As his heart and his hand 
were ever open to the calls of charity, his name 
is to be found in all our meritorious, societies, 
whether intended for education, for relief, or for 
protection. The hospitals, the infirmaries, the 
free school societies, and the whole range of laud- 
able institutions, received his patronage. No cb- 
ject which implicated the welfare of the human 
race, was considered foreign from his duties. His 
sanction became a passport to public approbation. 
It encouraged virtue in its career, disarmed oppo- 
sition of its power, and envy of its venom. 

In all his connexions and associations, he was 
distinguished by a benignity of disposition and an 
amenity of behaviour which endeared him to all 
with whom he had communion. His first object 
was to do good ; his next, to do it in the most ac- 
ceptable manner and in the most impressive shape. 
His propitiating qualities were the result of innate 
goodness, not of artificial assumption: and virtue 
was embodied in his conduct and exhibned by his 
agency in a form so winning and so attractive, so 
commanding and so irresistible, that his powers 
of beneficence were only limited by that impéne- 
trable circle which prescribes boundaries to the 
operations of human goodness. 

Wherever good deeds were to be performed he 
was present, and his co-operation was experienced 
in all praise-worthy institutions. It will be asked 
how was it possible for him to comprise so much 
beneficence within so small a period, and at the 
same time attend to his other concerns? The 
answer is easy. He transacted every thing ata 
proper time, in a proper place and ina propes 
manner. He was not one of those irregular men, 
who are constantly scattering discomforts in their 
walks from the neglect of those observanéés; 
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which are identified with the decorum and tran- 
quillity of social communion : he knew the utility 
of method, the value of time, the importance of 
punctuality ; and he practically demonstrated the 
auspicious results of a life spent in active benefi- 
cence, under the control of regular habits, and 
with a view to the economy of time. 

During the Revolutionary war, he was a gallant 
officer in the American army, and after its con- 
clusion, he held high and confidential civil offices, 
which he filled with fidelity and ability: but the 
last years of his life have been principally devoted 
to the promotion of those institutions which reflect 
so much honour on the religion, the education, 
and the benevolence of our country. 

Although the benefits, which he conferred on 
the community by the rendition of actual services 
are of the most impressive character, yet the illus- 
trious example which he has presented to mankind 
of a iife of distinguished benevolence and useful- 
ness is of a most important nature. As a model 
for imitation, as an excitement to Christian piety, 
to pure benevolence, and to heroic virtue, his mer- 
it will be appreciated and his influence will be 
felt, long after all of us are consigned to the grave. 

In this rapid sketch, I am far from intimating 
that he was without his imperfections: but his er- 
rors were the aberrations of goodness and his 
faults were the faults of the species not of the in- 
dividuai. As long as benevolence is respected 
among men, as long as piety is held in veneration, 
so long will the name of Clarkson be ranked a- 
mong the excellent men, who have illustrated in 
their Jives the greatness of goodness, 


A motion of thanks tothe President and Vice Presidents 
for their patronage and support was seconded by Isaac 
C. Bares, Esq. of Northampton, Mass. 


[ rise to second the motion of the Reverend 
Gentleman from Princeton. And familiar as | 
have been with the business of an inconsiderable 
branch of this Society, and accustomed as I have 
been to contemplate the parent institution with 
gratitude and with veneration, I have to confess 
to you, sir, that I feel myself oppressed by the un- 
anticipated realities of ths present scene. The 
details upon which I had intended to dwell do not 
rise to the dignity, nor would they sustain the in- 
terest, nor aceord with the elevated feeling of the 
occasion. The heart must bring hither its offer- 
ings, and the understanding its results, without 
tracing the process by which they are prepared 
and evolved. Sir, the Heathen are destitute of 
the Bible; and in the few remarks which I de- 
sign te make, my position will be, THaT we 
OUGHT TO SEND IT TO THEM—a truth which 
(although I have never heard any man deny it) ex- 
erts a practical influence very disproportionate to 
its maguitude and importance. 

It would be an impeachment of Providence to 
suppose that the heathen are to be forever shut 
out from the blessings of a divine revelation ; that 
the eye is to be forever quenched to the light that 
was designed to light every man that cometh into 
the world; that the angel of peace is never to 
sooth, nor the voice of mercy to reach them; but 
that the “ book of knowledge” is to be, to them 
emphatically, “ an universal blank.” And is it not 
a debateable question whether we ought to send it 
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opinions differ, where they may or can differ. A 
doubt here touches the foundations of the Chris- 
tian religion and subverts the foundations of our 
hopes, of all our hopes that are better than a spi- 
der’s web. It sets man afloat without chart or 
compass, sun or star, upon an ocean without a lim- 
it, and upon a destiny, whither! or what! 

Sir the human mind needs a support. The 
great masters of antiquity, of the Grecian and 
Roman Schools, sought it in philosophy. And 
they brought to the search a maturity and perfec- 
tion of judgment, and a strength of resolution, and 
they poyred upon their way a blaze of intellect, 
which none ean hope to surpass and few to equal ; 
yet their search ended, as you well know, in cop- 
jecture merely. 

The nations of the earth have sought it in idola- 
try. They have arrayed some object with imagi- 
nary power to-sustain and to save them, and they 
have rested upon it, because nature demanded it. 
aud we seek the same thing in ten thousand ob- 
jects that constantly elude our grasp and disap- 
point our hopes. And every morning watch, when 
the mind is not preoccupied, forces upon us the 
conviction that all is not right within ; that there 
has been an-avulsion of the soul from the stock to 
which it belongs, and that it must be reunited with 
it; that its own powers, immortal as they are, are 
insufficient to sustain it; and it goes abroad like 
the dove from the hand of our second progenitor, 
and finds repose no where else but in the ark of 
safety—the Bible. 

But this argument, founded as it is upon a fact 
to which the experience of every being of the fa- 
mily of man bears testimony, and incontestable as 
itis therefore, and controlling as it ought to be, 
may nevertheless be yielded ; and the appeal may 
be made to the Patrrioet—to the man who loves 
his country and his kindred, and who loves to see 
his fellow man, what his Maker designed he 
should be, the master of himself. Let the Bible 
be universally read and understood, and it would 
emancipate the human family. There is not a 
throne of despotism upon the earth that would 
not tremble to its foundations. The principles 
of the Bible, are those of civil as well as of re- 
ligious liberty, and they must precede and _ pre- 
pare the way, and lay the corner stoue of every ed- 
ifice of human happiness, or it never will be laid. 

I might appeal to the mere MoraLIstT—to the 
man who delights in the decencies of life and the 
courtesies of refined society—to the Ciceros and 
Platos—but to men who, unlike them, believe that 
when the curtain of death falls, it closes the last 
scene of our existence, falls alike upon the soul 
and upon the body, and ends the light and the life 
of both. Let the precepts and commands of the 
Bible be received, respected, and obeyed, and they 
would give a new character,—new features, and 
new beanty—to the aspect of tnings. They would 
give new integrity to the intercourse of life; new 
stability to plighted faith ; new brightness to earth- 
ly hopes ; new purity to earthly joys ; and awaken 
strains of new and unknown sweetness along the 
face and among the discordant spheres of our 
world. They would throw over it a new arch of 
glory, and moisten it with the dews, and irradiate 
and cheer it with scarcely less than the light of the 
first morning. 


But, sir, when the appeal comes to be made to 





to them; it does not come within the range where 


the Carist1an—tot he man who believes that we 
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shall survive the grave, and that the character 
which is formed here shall endure hereafter—the 
motive rises to an height, aad stretches to a 
breadth immeasurable and inconceivable, vast as 
that which is denoted by eternity, and immortali- 
ty with all its joys and glories brightening and 
brightening forever and ever. Oh! sir, ifto such 
men the appeal be made in vain, if the heart is 
not warmed and the hand opened, were I a cler- 
yman I would say, “ let us examine ourselves.” — 
it there be a cause, in which men can engage, 
that can “raise a mortal to the skies,” and, I 
may add, too, “or bring an angel down” this is 
that cause. 

Sit, THE HEATHEN ARE DESTITUTE OF THE 
BREAD OF LIFE, AND WE MUST SEND IT TO 
THEM. ‘The obstacles in the way of it, many and 
great as they certainly are, so far from presenting 
a discouragement, constitute the fouudation for 
an unanswerable appeal to you for accelerated 
and incieased exertion. Every effort relaxed, and 
every mite withheld, prolongs the empire, if it 
does not widen the dominion of darkness. Should 
the concentrated efforts of Ciistendoin produce 
ne perceptible effect for an half century, we are 
nevertheless so much nearec the accomplishment 
of our object; not in point of time merely, but 
there will remain so much less to he done, to be 
done by others if not by us, by the next genera- 
tion if not by this. The field must be enclosed 
and cleared before it can be cultivated. Delay 
only postpones, accomplishes nothing. Those 
who expect that national prejudices, confirmed by 
habit and strengthened by any sentiment of reli- 
gion true or false, will yield at once ; that the hea- 
then will be converted in a day or an age, will be 
disappointed. ‘The light will dawn upon them as 
ithe sun rises upen the natural world, at first imper- 
ceptibly, then guilding here and there an elevated 
point, until at length it will dissipate all darkness, 
and awaken a chorus of all hearts and a jubilee 
among all people. And not unhkely the dura- 
tion of the dawn will bear a stricter analogy than 
we imagine, to that of the night which preceded 
it. But the indications of Providence give every 
thing to hope, and nothing to despair, What 
means, permit me to inquire, this shaking among 
the nations, but that the barriers in the way of 
your access to them may be removed, the coinpact- 
ed fabric of their superstition disjointed, and the 
portals of their temples thrownopen! What this 
breaking up of the old foundations of despotisin 
but that man is to be disenthralled ? What ineans 
this mighty assemblage of moral power through- 
ought the Christian world, guided as it were by a 
self-created energy to a single object? Sir, the 
iron is softening in the fire, while Providence is 
sending the Smith tothe anvil. Manis not to be 


forever at war with his Maker. The period will 


arrive when he shall return to his allegiance, 
like the prodigal to his father’s house, and a voice 
of love shall greet-him, and the paternal arm shall 
encircle him, and the ceaseless and cloudless be- 
nignity of a father’s smiles shall bless bim.— 
Then sir—O! then indeed, sir, shall the “Jame 
man leap like an hart, and the tongue of the damb 
sin Pid 

omething more I would have said ; but I owe 
an apology to gentlemen for having kept them so 
long from an expression of their thanks to the Pre- 
sident (clarum et venerabile nomen!) and to the 
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Vice Presidents whopreside over the. concerns of 
a Society, that will rise upon future generations 
with more majesty, and shed over this land a radi- 
ance of richer and more enduring glory, than any 
thing else, and than every thing else of which we 
boast, unless it may be our systeni of free govern- 
ment. I therefore second that motion of the Rev. 
President fron New-Jersey. 


mee 


Tae Honoraste JAMES KENT. 

The object of this Institution is eminently be- 
nevolent and useful. The duty of lending our 
zealous and efficient aid to disseminate the. know!l- 
dye of the Holy Scriptures, appears to me not to 
be susceptible of doubt. The principle upon 
which the Souety is founded, is liberal and com- 
prehensive, and it would seem to be entitled to u- 
niversal approbation. Here all the various sects 
which have divided and distracted the Christian 
world from the days of the Apostles, may meet a¢ 
upon neutral ground, and unite in ove common 


purpose. The Bible is equaily adapted to the’ 


wants and infirmities of every human being. It is 
the vehicle of the most awful traths, and which 
are at the same time of universal application, and 
accompanied by the most efficacious sanctions. 
No other book ever addressed itself so authori- 
tatively, and so pathetically, to the judgment and 
moral sense of mankind, It contains the most 
sublime and fearful displays of the attributes of 
that perfect Being who inhabiteth eternity, and 
pervades and governs the universe. It brings life 
and immortality to light, and which until the pub- 
lication of the Gospel, were hidden from the scru- 
tiny of ages. This gracious Revelation of a fu- 
ture state is calculated to solve the mysteries of 
Providence in the dispensations of this life, to rec- 
oncile us to the inequalities of our present condi- 
tion, and to inspire unconquerable fortitude and 
the most animating consolation, when all other 
consolations fail, in the midst of the abodes of age, 
disease and sorrow, and under the pressure of the 
sharpest pangs of human misery. The Bible also 
unfolds the origin and the deep foundations of de- 
pravity and guilt, and the means and the hopes of 
salvation through the mediation of the Redeemer. 
Its doctrines, its discoveries, its code of morals and 
its means of Grace, are not only overwhelming 
evidence of its divine origin, but they confound the 
pretensions of all other systems, by showing the 
narrow range and the feeble efforts of human rea- 
son, even when under the sway of the most exalt- 
ed understanding, and enlightened by the accu- 
mulated treasures of science and learning. 

The Scriptures resplendent with these truths, 
we have good grounds to believe, are to be brought 
home to the knowledge and acceptance of every 
people, and two carry with them the inestimabie 
blessings of peace, huinanity, purity and happi- 
ness over every part of the habitable globe. 

The general diffusion of the Bible is the most ef- 
fectual way to civilize and humanize mankind ; 
to purify and exalt the general system of public 
morals ; to give efficacy to the just precepts of in- 
ternational and municipal Jaw ; to enforce the ob- 
servance of prudence, temperance, justice and for- 
titude, and te improve all the relations of social 
and domestic life. 

It is well known, that there exists a system of 
moral duties which are considered to be of imper- 
fect obligation, because they are not within the 
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cognizance of human laws. . Such, among others, 
are the duties of charity, benevolence, gratitude, 
the domestic affections, truth, fidelity, and the 
love of our neighbor. These are necessarily left 
by human lawgivers in a great degree to the gov- 
erninent of conscience. But the Bible takes no- 
tice of all such duties. It most pointediy con- 
demns every species of cruelty, unkindness, un- 
charitableness, selfishness, and hardness of heart, 
and it comes in aid of the civil Jaw by the univer- 
sality and the precision of its commands, and by 
the energy and severity of its denunciations. 

Human laws labor under many other great im- 
perfections. They extend co external actions on- 
ly. They cannot reach that catalogue of secret 
crimes which are committed without any witness, 
save the All-seeing Eye of that Being whose pres- 
ence is every where, and whose laws reach the hid- 
den recesses of vice, and carry their sanctions to 
the thoughts and intents of the heart. In this view, 
the doctrines of the Bible supply all the deficien- 
cies of human laws, and lend an essential aid to 
the administration of justice. 

The institution of Bible Societies upon a large 
and liberal plan, and free from the influence of po- 
litical and sectarian policy, may therefore be just- 
ly regarded as noble and munificent foundations 
of charity, of which the history of the world prior 
to the present age, had not afforded any adequate 
example. The Brilishand Foreign Bible Society 
took the lead in this glorious career, and it has shed 
unfading lustre on the British name and nation. 
Its course bas been crowned with transcendent 
success. By means of the commerce, the colouies, 
the arts, the learning and the astonishing resour- 
ces of Great Britain, versions of the Bible in al- 
most all the languages of the Eastern Continent 
have been circulated throughout the world. She 
has lavished her treasures and dispersed her agents 
in this great cause, as far and as wide as the region 
of commerce. Nothing can be more truly cleer- 
ing to the friends of mankind than the contempla- 
tion of the progress of this universal dominion of 
Christian charity, It seems to be accelerating the 
fulfilment of that early prophecy, that all the fum 
alies of the earth should be blessed. It is a coun- 
quest infinitely surpassing in lustre and in value the 
transient splendors and disastrous monuments of 
military fame. ‘The success which has attended 
the circulation of the Scriptures will be as durable 
as it has been illustrious. The sceptre of power 
may change hands, empires may be shaken to their 
foundations, and the generations of men pass away 
like the leaves of autumn ; but the cause of the Bi- 
ble will withstand the tempest. It is founded on 
the Rock of ages. It is the oracle of the God of 
Truth, and we are assured that He hath establish- 
ed the world by his wisdom, and that justice and 
ce are the habitation of his throne. 

he success which has marked the progress of 
our own National Society, though it be still in its 
infancy, is of the most consoling and animating 
kind. We have the utmost encouragement and 
are under the strongest obligations to future exer- 
tion. The station which this Society occupies in 
this Western Hemisphere, and as the Representa- 
tive of a great National Interest, is lofty and com- 
manding, and it carries with it a correspondent 
responsibility. The territories of the United 


Szates, to which our guardian care more particu- 
larty applies, are of immense extent, and the pop- 
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ulation which they inclose, increases with amazing 
rapidity. The tide of emigration is rolling west- 
ward with an irresistible momentum. The whole 
of the immense valley of the Mississippi with its 
tributary waters, is filling up as by enchantment, 
with an enterprising and hardy race of men, who 
will eventually people all the majestic solitudes of 
the western world; and it is most earnestly to be 
desired that they may be enabled to carry with 
them, not only the arts of civilized life and the gen- 
ius of our free Institutions ; but the Gospel itself 
in its simplicity and purity, over every lofty bar- 
rier, until they shall have reached the shores of the 
Pacific Ocean. It is difficult to contemplate, 
without emotions ef awe and reverence, the mag- 
nitude of the duty which this Society has in charge, 
—to see that the circulation of the Bible keeps 
pace with the increasing demands of our country. 

Nor ought we to be unmindful of the wants and 
wishes of the other nations of this new world, who 
seem to have a domestic claim to our sympathy 
and assistance. Most of them have recently eman- 
cipated themselves from the yoke of civil tyrran- 
ny, and they are preparing to burst the bands of 
superstition, to diffuse the means of education, and 
to awaken as from the sleep of death into the light 
and liberty of the Gospel. In estimating the ex- 
tent of our own duty, it ought not to be forgotten 
that Providence has blessed our country with ex- 
traordinary prosperity, and raised us rapidly to 
an exalted pitch of national glory. We are at 
this moment commanding the admiration of the 
world, by the magnitude, the rapidity and the so- 
lidity of our internal improvemeuts, and the spirit 
of enterprise which is every where in actiou.— 
We are driving a foreign conunerce over every 
sea where tide waters roll, and winds can waft the 
flag of our Nation. The Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, is looked up to, by all the people of 
this new continent, as a model of excellence and 
imitation. ‘This Society is therefore but just en- 
tering upon its vast career of usefulness and duty, 
and it is incumbent upon us to see that our exer- 
tions, “ grow with our growth and strengthen with 
our strength,” aud continue comuseusurate in a 
reasonable degree, to our means and our chara@ 
ter. 

With the blessing of Heaven we have hitherto 
done wonders, and we ought not on this occasion 
to withhold the public expression of our gratitude 
to the distinguished individuals who have given to 
this Society their munificent patronage, their dis- 
interested services and their ardent zeal. And 
considering the particular motion which I have the 
honor to second, | would beg leave respectfully to 
unite with the gentleman who has preceded me, 
in adding my humble tribute of respect and reve- 
rence to the memory of the late senior Vice Pres- 
ident of this Society, with whom I had the honor 
to be acquainted, and whose pure and excellent 
character had excited universal Jove and esteem. 
No person appeared to me th be more entirely ex- 
empted from the baneful influence of narrow and 
selfish considerations, or who pursued more stead- 
ily and successfully the vivid lights of Christian 
philanthropy. He was eminently distinguished 
in the whole course of his life for benevolence of 
temper, for purity of principle, for an exact and 


zealous discharge of duty, for simplicity of man- 


ners, for unpretending modesty of deportment and 





for integrity of heart. It was his business and his 
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delight to afford consolation to the distressed, to 
relieve the wants of the needy, to instruct the ig- 
norant, to reclaim the vicious, to visit the fatherless 
and the widow in their affliction, and to keep him- 
self unspotied from the world. Such a portrait is 
not to be drawn from all the records of heathen 
antiquity. It presents an elevation of moral gran- 
deur “above all Greek, above all Roman fame.” 
It belongs to Christianity aloe to form and to an- 
imate such a character. 

Georece GRIFFIN, ESQ. in seconding the mo- 
tion for accepting the report. 

The efficacy of the Bible im preparing man for 
the great and decisive interview betwixt him and 
his Creator, is a theme which I leave to consecra- 
ted lips. Nor will I now attempt to pourtray its 
influence on individual man in his earthly pilgri- 
mage,—how it elevates him from a worm of the 
dust into a candidate for the skies—how it smooths 
the pillow of disease and pain—how it sustains 
him in those sceves of deep affliction when the 
hand of God hath riven his heart, and nothing but 
the balm of God can heal it. My present object 
is to hint at the intimate connexion between the 
Bible and our national prosperity. ‘The destinies 
of our beloved country are peculiarly associated 
with the Bible. It was under the auspices of the 
Bible that our country was settled : it was the Bible 
that conducted the pilgrim to our eastern, and the 
friend to our central wilderness. Ifthe revolution 
which made us free, differed in mildness of char- 
acter from all previous revolutions, it was because 
the Bible mitigated its severity. If our emancipa- 
ted country has risen from infancy to vigorous 
youth, if she is now hailed as the hope of the world, 
the tyraut’s dread, and the patriot’s boast--let her 
thank her statesinen much, let her thank her Bi- 
ble more. 

A despotic government may subsist, and per- 
haps prosperously too, without the Bible; a re- 
public cannot. A republic cannot, like a despotic 
government, be sustained by force. She cannot, 
like the despot, tame her children into heartless 
subinission by the bayonets of a mercenary army ; 
her bayonets are reserved fur the invading foe.— 
She must depend for domestic tranquillity—for 
preserving her mild institutions pure and unim- 
paired, on the wide diffusion of moral principle. 
Were men angels, they would need no govern- 
ment but the precepts of their Creator; were they 
devils, they must be bound in adamantinewhains ; 
and as they approximate the one state, or the oth- 
er, their government may be free, or must be se- 
vere. The patriot then, as weil asthe Christian, 
may anxiously inquire what are the best means of 
promoting the surest foundation of human virtue. 
The melioration of the moral condition of fallen 
man has been in every age a favourite object with 
the philanthropic legislator. For this object So- 
Jon propounded his theory, and Lycurgus his the- 
ory, and the Roman Numa his. The Being who 
made man has also condescended to propose a 
plan for his moral improvement—a plan exceed- 
ing in effect all human systems as far as the legis- 
lator of the heavens surpasses in wisdom the 
statesmen of the earth. The Bible is not a 
scheme of abstract faith and doctrine ; its great ob- 
ject is to render man virtuous here, and thus pre- 
For this pur- 
pose it addresses itself to all his fears and ail his 
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hopes. It fastens its benign influence upon him 
at the dawn of childhood, and never leaves or for- 
sakes him unless his conscience becomes seared ; 
and even then it hangs up before his intellectual 
visiog a “ fearful looking for of judgment,” which, 
though it cannot melt him inte penitence, makes 
him falter in the career of guilt. Not confined, 
like the code of honour, to the circles of the great, 
it visits too the abodes of penury ; and it sees the 
orphans destitute, friendless, perhaps about to be- 
come the victim of temptation, and kindly pro- 
vides an Asylum for the little outcast, and trains 
him up for future usefulness ; it finds the spend- 
thrift, bankrupt in fortune, character and hope, 
“fit for treasons, stratagems, and spoils,” aud 
with a father’s voice calls back the desperate and 
starving prodigal to the rich banquet of virtue ; in 
short, it pervades every department of society, and 
brings its variegated mass within the influences of 
that high moral principle which is the only substi- 
tute for despotic power. ‘This controlling and sus- 
taining principle has no substantial basis but the 
Bible; its other foundations have ever proved to 
be sand ; the Bible is found to be its only rock.— 
A republic without the Bible will inevitably be- 
come the victim of licentiousness; it contains 
within itself the turbulent and untameable ele- 
meats of its own destruction. There is no po- 
litical Eden for fallen man, save what the Bible 
protects. 

A republic without the Bible, never did and ne- 
ver can permanently confer national happiness, 
The renowned commonwealths of heathen anti- 
quity form alas no exception. Even classic 
Greece—that intellectual garden, that birth place 
and home of the artist, that fairy land of elo- 
quence and poesy—was not the abode of wide 
spread and permanent felicity. Destitute of the 
“anchor” of the Bible, “which is both sure and 
stedfast,” that brilliant but hapless republic was 
perpetually tossed, and finally wrecked on the 
troubled sea of anarchy. If we pass on to contem- 
plate the republic of martial Rome, tke eye will 
be dazzled indeed with the glories of her splendid 
few, but the heart sickened with the crimes and 
variegated wretchedness of her miserable many. 
In modern times the experiment has been made 
of creating a republic without the Bible—made 
too under every circumstance that could aid the 
hope of success—the fairest portion of the Euro- 
pean continent selected as the ample theatre of 
operation—the profoundest statesmen, the most 
learned philosophers, the most chivalrous and 
able chieftains, the mightiest combination of tal- 
ent the world ever beheld—united in the daring 
enterprise. The “terrible republic” was created ; 
but from her withering eye, and pofluting touch, 
and deadly embrace, even the fathers that had 
formed her recoiled with dismay and sought re- 
fuge from the workmanship of their own hands 
under the banners of an iron despotism. Her 
reign was indeed “the reign of terror.” No hu- 
man historian can adequately record its horrors. ~ 
But there is an historian above who has faithfully 
recorded them. And when that historian shall 
one day open his portentous volume, in the pres- 
ence of the judgment seat, and of angels and of 
men, and read the record of the deeds committed 
on this “ ball of the earth,” perhaps no part, save 
that containing the crucifixion of the Judge him- 
self, will produce deeper emotion in the ranks of 
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assembled creation, than the page crimsoned with 
the atrocities of the unbaptized and Bible rejecting 
republic of Fiance. 

Let our own beloved republic cling to her Bible. 

{t can “ counsel her counsellors and teach her sen- 
ators wisdom.” It has hitherto rolled on the tide 
of our national prosperity without ebb or intermis- 
sion. Are there any patriots who sometimes cast 
a foreboding glance at the future? Contempla- 
ting the period so near at hand, when our exten- 
sive country covered with a population proportion- 
ate to its resources, shall contain more millions 
than any other civilized nation can call its own,— 
contemplating at the same time the mild and un- 
pretending character of our republican institutions, 
divested as they areof all the imposing trappings 
and formidable apparatus of despotic power, and 
comparing the unassuming gentleness of those in- 
stitutions with the mighty mass over whose desti- 
nies they are to preside—do these foreboding pat- 
riots, with such views before them, sometimes fear 
that the goverment bequeathed to us by our fath- 
ers, will not be strong enough for our children ; 
that it will be unable to lift its maternal voice to 
that tone of awful dignity, which can hush the 
contending elements of faciton, and say with con- 
trolling effect to the stormy passions of so many 
millions, “thus far shall ye come and no farther, 
and here shall your proud waves be staid?” ‘To 
such patriots I would say, Supply any lack of po- 
litical force by augmenting the potency of the mo- 
ral principle. Distribute with an unsparing band 
that Bible which is the aliment of the moral prin- 
ciple. You cannot, if you would, sink your coun- 
trymen into slaves; elevate them tien to the rank 
of virtuous freemen. Let the circulation of the 
Bible be commensurate with your popdélation ; 
place it in every hovel whose smoke ascends from 
the suburbs cf your cities, in every hut that breaks 
in upon the stillnes of your remotest wilderness.— 
The Bible can do more for your country than her 
ablest generals; it can preserve her domestic tran- 
quillity, and transmit her whole circle of blessings 
to the latest posterity, better than could hosts of 
standing armies. 

- The friend of the Bible is the friend of his coun- 
try. His voice may have been unheard inv her 
councils, but his time and bis talents are neverthe- 
less employed in her best service. His ships may 
have brought no gold to her coffers, but be has 
multiplied the resources of her moral treasury.— 
He may not have added to the produce of her soil 
by causing “two spears of grass to grow where 
one grew before,” but he has planted the rose of 
Sharon in the midst of her moral deserts. And 
that distinguished soldier of the revolution, who 
has just been removed from our circle into the 
more iminediate presence of the great Captain of 
his salvation, whilst so kindly devoting the eve- 
ning of his philanthropic life to the interests of 
this Seciety, whose ninth anniversary we are con- 
vened to celebrate, whilst animating its exertions 
by his own example, and watching over all its des- 
tinies with such parental solicitude, rendered the 
country that gave him birth a less splendid indeed, 
but not less important service, than when he drew 
his youthful sword in her defence. 
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the assassination of the king of Ava, from which we gath- 
er the tollowing facts. 

After the capture of Rangoon by the British for- 
ces, “his Majesty was very much displeased with 
the late Governor of Rangoon’s conduct. On his 
arrival at the court of Ava, he was ill treated and 
punished, and the King blamed the Queen. This 
personage was married to a female cousin of the 
Queen, and had been appointed through her influ- 
euce. It had always been the Queen’s policy to 
get all the province under the mavagement of her 
brother ; and to appoiut their own people and 1e- 
lations to the local governments. 

* When the town of Rangoon was taken by the 
British forces, and so many vessels came, an ex- 
press was sent up by the Raywoon of Rangoon 
The Ministers were alarmed, and did not dare to 
represent the matter, and read the despatches be- 
fore the King. 

* Afier the expiration of a few days Cheya Mun- 
ga, one of the Ministers, determmed at all events, 
to speak out, and took the despatches in one morn- 
ing to a great audience, aud made a Secretary 
read them loud, which created general consterna- 
tion among all the people who were assembled. 
The King, himself, lost his speech, and sat stupifi- 
ed for hialf'an hour ; then, without saying any thing, 
rose from his seat and went in and laid down up- 
on his couch very aneasy. The Queen came to 
comfort him, but he would not speak to her, and 
began to discover his mistake. For three days be 
never spoke to any one, nor asked a question con- 
cerning Rangoon being taken by the British for- 
ces, and grew very cool towards the Queen, which 
alarmed her much. 

“ His Majesty came out on the fourth morning 
into the general assembly and ordered the young 
Prince, heir apparent to the Crown, Chukiamen, 
to attend. The Prince obeyed the summons, in- 
stantly came to the Palace, and took his seat. His 
Majesty asked him if he kuew of the capture of 
Rangoon, by the British forces, and the occurren- 
ces in Henzawaddy (Pegue.) He answered in the 
negative. After some conversation had passed, 
the youth opened his mind, by telling his Majesty 
he was not at all surprised at what bad happened, 
‘for the dawn of the day never comes by the crow 
of the hen, but by that of the cock.” 

“The King was much ashamed at this hint 
before all the Assembly, and said not a word in 
reply. The Prince thea took his leave aid re- 
tired. 

“The King was much employed at all times 
with Astrologers who found his time to reign pros- 
perously, was only three years, and if he lived lon- 
ger and retained the management of affairs, his 
government would be unsuccessful ; so he sent for 
his son, and made him a nominal King, and ap- 
pointed Moun-Shoe-Za to be regent during his mi- 
nority. Every order was issued in the name of the 
new King, to avert the calamity and misery which 
were predicted to be impending over the king- 
dom. 

“The Queen was not well pleased with this 
change in the Government ; the King’s behaviour 
towards her, also, was not the same as before, and 
knowing that she had many enemies, and being 
suspicious of approaching danger, she consulted 
privately with her brother regarding their predica- 
ment, and took great care always to keep near the 
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fair promises, te gain over to her side some of the 
King’s attendants and mosj confidential men, and 
to surround the King’s person with her own peo- 
ple and relations. The young Prince, being aware 
of the Queen’s intentions, went at various times to 
the palace, to inform his father of the danger with 
which be was menaced by the intriguing Queen, 
and her brother, but had never an opportunity to 
disclose his apprehensions, as the Queen was al- 
ways close to him. 

“ A few days afterward at three, P. M. a great 
uproar arose in the palace as it was known that 
the King had been massacred. Moun-Shoe-Za 
immediately ran to the heir apparent’s palace to 
consult what should be done for their safety. Du- 
ring this time twenty armed men came to call him 
in the King’s name. He refused to go, suspecting 
some treachery, and gathered his own people 
around himself and the Prince; the number they 
collected aniounted to about seventy brave and 
resolute followers of the best families. At the 
head of these Moun-Shoe-Za marched to the pal- 
ace, where a most terrible contest, with much 
bloodshed, ensued. Every moment the Royal 
party increased, At length the rebels were all 
killed or dispersed—missing the Queen’s brother, 
they searched for him, and found him under a bed, 
when they dragged him out and cut him into sey- 
eral pieces. 

“Then the Queen herself, with all her family, 
without exception were massacred: after the tu- 
inult had subsided, the oath of allegiance was given 
to every one. The armics on the frontiers hear- 
ing of this sad cataswophe, aud afraid for their 
own safety, retreated with hasty march.” 


=— 
SANDWICH ISLANDS. 


The following extracts of letters from the Sandwich 
Island Missionaries to a friend in Boston, contain the la- 
testintelligence from that quarter which has yet been 
published.—fec. und Tel. 


Honoruru, Oct. 29, 1824. 


“'The upbappy difficulty at Tauai, (Atovi) though 
we hope it is now terminated, has been the meats 
of suspending the operations of many of the 
schouls, aud turning away, at least, for a season, 
the attention of the people from instruction. In 
the evemt, I doubt not, the disturbance will be the 
means of advancing the cause. The disaffected 
party was not at all favorable to the Palapala, 
{as the whole systein of instruction is cailed,) but 
the loyal and successful parity were ; and they pro- 
fessedly put their tiust in the true God, aud look- 
ed to him for protection and success in a time of 
danger and difficulty. 

Krimakoo is still at Tauai, as is also Kaahuma- 
nu. The ljatter, (but especially the former) has 
taken a most decided stand in favour of the Pala- 
pala; and is doiug much good by her authority 
and example.” 

Referring to the only ordained Missionary who 
remains at Oahu, since the departure of Rev. Mr. 
Ellis, he wiites,—* His duties are arduous, and he 
peculiarly needs strength from on high to suppoit 
him under those burdeus to which the strength of 
two Missionaries, devoting their whole time and 
altention to the work was hardly adequate.” 

Your affectionate brother in Christ, 
Levy CyuamMBerLaiy, 





Sandwich Islands. Me 


Oahu, Oct. 13th, 1824. 

By our obliging friend Capt. Macy, of the whale- 
ship Maro, I cheerfully avail myself of an oppor- 
tunity to acknowledge the receipt of your letter by 
the brig ‘TTamehameha, 109 days from New-York, 

“'The cessation of hostilities at Tauai and the 
surrender or capture of George Tamwree, who 
has been taken and treated with paternal kindness 
by our friend and patron Krimakoo, cannot fail to 
be interesting to you, and all who deplore the un- 
happy insurrection in the Island of the laie lamen- 
ted chief Tainoree (father of George.) 

“ Krimakoo ascribes his protection and success 
in the recent conflict, to the care, the kindness and 
the power of Jehovah. . 

“ We cannot but hope that it {the late insurrec- 
tion] will be overruled to the furtherance of the 
gospel in these islands, whicii ihe Prince of Peace 
will claim as a part of his happy dominions. 

* Krimakoo and Kaahumanu have certainly 
never appeared more decidedly attached to our 
cause, than since the late contest began. Opiia 
(wife of Laanui a chief) who attends with constan- 
cy the duties of devotion, and carefully writes 
down with her pencil and preserves every text of 
Scripture she hears prefixed to our sermons, said 
this morning to Kaneenoho, a prisoner of consid- 
erable importance just brought here from ‘l'auai, 
while her tone of voice and expression indicated 
pity and kindness, “ Great was the darkness of 
mind of your parly——life or salvation is the good 
thing.” ([lmplying that they had ignorantly ti- 
fled with their chief good, and foolishly put in 
jeopardy their own lives and the lives of others. } 

* Such I believe will be the prevailing sentiment 
of the-nation on.this subject. Instruction will be 
more eagerly sought, and the power and goodness 
of Jehovah will be more universally and decided- 
ly acknowledged. H. Binéuam.” 


GOVERMENT OF THE ISLANDS. 


The following extract of a letter from Rev. Will- 
iam Richards, addressed to one of our corres- 
pondents, contains facls deserving a plece in 
the statistics of these Islands. 

The supreme authority of these Islands, has 
raiely been held by one king, but been vested in 
two, three or four. The families of the kings, how- 
ever, are so much inthe habit of intermarrying, 
that the interests of the kings and chiefs are very 
intimately connected with each other. The gov- 
ernment is entirely hereditary. One of the chiefs 
has furnished me with the names‘of a line of one 
hundred kings, which if it can be relied on as 
correct, would affix considerable antiquity to the 
nation, The goveinment descends thio’ the 
daughters of the king as well as the sons, which 
accounts for the custom, very prevalent among 
the kings and chiefs, of marrying their nearest 
relatives, even to their sisters and daughters. 
King Tamahamaha, for exam le, being a rebel, 
and only a cousin to the rightful heir to the throve, 
married into a family of higher rank than bim- 
self ; and it was on account of the queen only that 
his children had a right to the throne. 

The king is absoluiely supreme. The iand, the 
property, aud the lives of all the people are entire- 
ly at his disposal. He divides out the land among 
the high chiefs, and then taxes them for whatev- 
er he desires, money, labour, tapa, provisions, &c. 





They then divide out the land among a lower or- 
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dex of chiefs Or among their particular favour- 
ites, and these again rent it to farmers who usually 
gef about one half of the products. 
is supreme over all who are under him, and takes 
even their lives at pleasure. Besides all these 
rents, the farmers are unmercifully taxed, and are 
compelled, in addition, to work for the chief, one 
day in five. But not satisfied with ali this, the 
chief, if the land be brought by the tenant to a 
high state of cultivation, iinmediately demands a 
greater proportion of the products, or lets it out to 
other tenants who he may be inclined to favour. 
If by great exertions, the farmer raises hogs, goats, 
or fowls, the chief takes them all or nearly all to 
himself; for these are considered articles of luxu- 
ry to which the farmer has no right. If he raises 
melons or any foreign fruits, he must sell them 
secretly, or the chief will seize the avails. 

If a man has committed a crimne, his own chief 
is the ouly person who will take cognizance of it 
—even the king when applied to in such a case, 
usually denies his right tointerfere. The tyranny 
of the chiefs is most oppressive. Each chief of 
any considerable distinction, has a very numerous 
train of attendants about him, who have nothing 
to du but to steal and commit iniquity. ‘These 
idle persous comprise a very large proportion of 
the community, | should think nearly one half; 
and the fact that so many are completely idle, 
will doubtless prove one of the principal hindran- 
ces to the introduction of the gospel among thein, 


and of that sound mortality which it prescribes. 
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TO OUR PATRONS. 


Time, which never stops, has brought us to the com- 





meucement of the Tenth Volume of the Religious Lutelli- 
gencer. During the nine years in which our work has 
been published, we have weekly visited many who are, 
and mapy who are no more; and often, we trust, have 
brought them *‘ good tidings of great joy.” 
vivals of religion, blessed seasons, have refreshed various 


Numerous re- 


portions of our country, aud anuounced tn our pages, have 
made glad the people uf God at adisiance. We have re- 
corded the formation of many of the noblest Societies ev- 
er formed, aud, from time to time, have given intelligence 


In- 


stitutions, whose numbers we shall vot now recount, in- 


af their operations, their progress, and their success. 


tended and calculated to alleviate the miseries of man, 
supply his wants, better his coudition ; regenerate, sanc- 
tify, and save his soul, have Come inio existence, and with 
scarcely an exception, have gove from strength, doing 
good, and going on todo more. It has been delightful to 
know and to tell what God has doke for the souls of the 
perishing heathen ; how worthily of their new character 
the converts there act; and how in our own country, the 
ignorant are instructed, the feeble strengthened, and the 
poor have the gospel preached to them. We have con- 
stantly found that the more the heathen are cared for, the 
more the destitute in our own country are remembered 
and assisted ; the more plentiful are the effusions of Di- 
vine grace upon our owa churches and congregations. 
Some things of a different character we have had to 
communicate. The nakedness and spiritual destitution of 
gapy parts of our land has been more and more discover- 
ed, and published. Profaneness, intemperance, and sab- 


To our Patrons. 


Every chief 


[J UNE. 


however painful the fact, tt has been our duty to tell ir. 
Providential dispensations have, in some cases, portend- 
ed disaster and destruction to an important design, and 
filled its supporters with apprehension. But we have lit- 
tle disposition or motive to dwell on these. They arose 
very formidable and threatened ;—they have passed away, 
as a dream when one awaketh. Men also have “ set 
themselves and taken counsel against the Lord, and a- 
gainst his Christ.” Secarcely an enterprise of benevo- 
lence has been attempted, but it has been opposed. Pe- 
culiar malignity, and almost all the worst passions of fall- 
en man, have been elicited by the operations of the Di- 
vine Spirit, and the holy and active efforts of his subjects. 
Less we could not expect; and, since we have seen the 
result and the tendency of it, we could scarcely have de- 
sired less. For however such opposition may have tor- 
mented its abettors, and however it may have disquieted 
those against whom it was levelled, it is fast making rea! 
christians of every denomination acquainted with the ac- 
tual state of the case, and fast bringing them to the unan- 
imous purpose, that with infidelity, superstition, and world- 
liness in every shape, they will wage deadly war, and will 
have neither peace nor truce with them, till they are utter- 
ly exterminated. 

The year which has now closed has not been without 

its share of interest. ‘The operations of almost every mis- 
sionary society have been extended, aud there are few 
stations, where converts have not been made from hea- 
thenism. ‘fhe missions of the American Board have been 
emineatly successful. Ceylon has been a theatre of won- 
ders. A large aumber of converts, suddenly called out of 
the darknessof heathenism, not into the speculative know- 
ledge of Christiauity, but into the marvellous light of the 
gospel, will have a greater effect on the minds of the re- 
maining idolaters, than any exhibition of the evidences of 
Christianity by missionaries, however enlightened and 
learned. 
The «nission at the Sandwich Islands, has also done ex- 
cellent things. Strengthened by a reinforcement, at the 
time when it was most needed, it has secured and increas- 
ed its iufluence over the chiefs, and has been enabled, to 
a great extent, to gratily the earnest desire of both chiefs 
and people for literary and religious instruction. The in- 
lueuce of white meu also, at first adverse to the mission 
and generally the most formidable obstacle which a mis- 
siun to the heathen has to encounter, is now almost entire- 
ly in its favor. Some difficulties, arising from the death 
vf the late king, may perhaps be apprehended ; but we 
trust the worst trials of the mission ure passed never a- 
gain to be encountered ; and that. hereafter the word of 
Gud will have free course in those islands. If we turn 
vur eyes to the savages of our western states and territo- 
ries, the prospect is animating. A heathen and barba- 
rous nation, receiving by degrees the divine light of Chris- 
tianity, lorsuking its hunting, its war dances, and its witch- 
craft, tor agriculture, Knowledge, and the worship of God ; 
and going on thence to the civil organization of a repub- 
lic, and the literature, arts and elegancies of a civilized 
people is a grand spectacle. It is a specimen of what 
may be effected by men of a missionary spirit, who are 
convinced that something must be done, and are resolved 
that something shall be done. 


Other societies also have gone on their way prosper- 
ously. Africa, the land of deserts is beginning to blas- 
som. Her sons, long enslaved by their fellow men and 
by devils, learn to breathe the free air of Christian liber- 
ty. Afier many frowns, God has smiled on the labours of 





bath breaking have exjsted to an alarming extent, aod 


the Colonization Society, sent down his spirit on the col- 
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ony, and reduced its chaotic materials to order and form. 
From the southern point of that continent, the missiona- 
ries of European societies are advancing and penetrating 
the heart of a country into which neither soldier nor mer- 
chant canenter. Madagascar, her largest island, is seek- 
ing the knowledge of God, and rising to a rank among 
the nations of the earth. The Jews, long forgotien are 
remembered, and sought out in all their dispersions, by 
missionaries, who find them willing to hear, and desirous 
to know why God has so leng afflicted them. Institutions, | 
of every grade, for edacation, have received more exten- 
ded support and exerted greater efficiency than at any for- 
mer period. Simplicity and increased energy are intro- 
ducing into every deparcment of instruction, and knowl- 
edge is greatly increasing. The Sabbath School system 
is uniting its efforts and ehasing away the heathenism of 
Christian lands. Already, on the face of the globe it 
vumbers its million of scholars. 

While God has thus blessed the efforts of his people, 
death, which falls alike on the high and the low, the good 
and the bad, has removed many from their places ;—they 
have rested from their labours and their works do follow 
them. Mr. Mosely, of the Choctaw mission, Mr. Nich- 
ols of Bombay, and Mr. Chapman of Union, have gone 
to deliver their last report. We acknowledge the hand 
of God to be heavy, but cannot be disheartened, while we 
know that he ts abic to raise up others to fill their places. 
Of the converts, Catharine Brown, the Cherokee, and 
Keopuolani and Tamoree of the Sandwich Islands, have 
diced, and their deaths are precious. A multitude of oth- 
ers, the fruits of revivals, of foreign and of domestic mis- 
sions, and of Sabbath School institutions ; and many sup- 
porters of the noblest and best institutions, have depart- 
ed and left a blessed remembrance. May all their survi- 
vers redouble their efforts, and do with all possible dili- 
gence, what they have in their hearts to perform. 

As the efforts of the Christian public have become 
greater and mure efficient, opposition to them has in some 
cases, died away: is others, it has assumed a more defi- 
nite form. Some of the citizens of this enlightened re- 
public, seem, in their opposition to the circulation of the 
Bible, to sympathize with the despots, spiritual and tem- 
As this isa free country, the 
thing will take its natural course. But if the subject were 
notso awful, we might smile to see the palsied arm of the 
Ottoman lifted against Omnipotence, while bis throne is 
crumbling beneath him; or the Pope and his counsellors, 
attempting to stop the light ofthe sun by interposing a 
Bull. Surely, he that sitteth in the heavens, will laugh at 
such egregious folly. 

Revivals of religion have probably at po period, been 
more extensive and powerful. Our western states and 
territories have been refreshed when they ihirsted, by a 
plentiful rain, which we trust continues and will long con- 
tinue to fall. We have had, indeed comparatively litde 
of this nature to record of New-England. Occasional 
drops have fallen; but the land is very dry. How long 
it is to contiaue so, is known to Him who deals not with 
his people accordimg to their sins, nor rewards them ac- 
cording to their iniquities. Yet we think that through 
the darkness of his counsels, we see a ray of light, slowly 
brightening and expanding, and promising to cover this 
region with noon day glory. 

As the future is unknown, we can make few promises. 
Nor is it necessary that we should. The public have 
had opportunity to become fully acquainted with our 
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exclusive devotion to religious subjects, its catholic prin- 
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cigles, and its adaptation to the necessities of by far the 
largest portion of the community, have obtained for it 
the continued patronage of so great a number. Te fite- 
rary elegance, so excellent in its place we make little 
pretension. If we have that which a religious commu- 
nity needs and wants, we shall give it freely, and be satis- 
fied. We hope that all, who are engaged in any depart- 
ment of the same general object with us, will do the 
same: We hope to learn by every week's experience, 
and to make every succeeding Number, better and more 
useful than the last. Longer than the work shall be use- 
ful, we shall not desire its continuance. We supplicate 
the blessing of God upon it, that it may, in its sphere, ex- 
ert the greatest possible degree of influence in extending 
the boundaries of the Christian church, ia adding to its 
numbers, and augmeating the holiness of its members. 


INSTALLATION. 


On the 11th of May, the Rev. Hart Talcott was installed 
at Warren,Ct.as colleague pastor with the Rey. Peter Starr 
The introductory prayer was offered by Rev. F. Marsh; 
sermon by Rev. Joel Hawes; charge by Rev. P. Starr; 
consecrating prayer by Rev. J. Hallock , the right hand of 
fellowship by Rev. L. P. Hickok ; address to the people 
by Rev. A, Gillett, and the concluding prayer by Rey, C. 
Prentice. 





AMERICAN JEWS’ SOCIETY. 


“The Society for meliorating the condition of the 
Jews” celebrated its fourth anniversary in New York on 
the 13th of May. The Report, which was read by Mr 
Ogilvie, states that during the last year 109 auxiliaries 
have heen added to the Society, making in all, 320, The 
funds of the Society aurount to 15,541 dollars. ‘The man- 
agers have rented a farm in Westchester county of about 
400 acres, to which the converted Jews now inthis coun- 
iry are to repair, Dr. Wolf and Mr. Jacobi, two .con- 
verts from Judaism, have Jately arrived from Europe, and 
with six others are now under the care of the Board. It 
is intended to send av agent to Europe to acquire iafor- 
mation respecting the views, situation, and wants of the 
Jews, and in every way to promote the object of the Se- 
ciety. : 





Traaslation of Scotts Bible into the French Longuage.— 
Proposals have been issued in Paris for the translation 
of Scoit’s Contmentary on the Bible into the French lan- 
guage, the plan is warml, recommended by the ministers 
of the Lutheran and Reformed Churches 


A GOOD WISH 


An agent in the western part of the state of New-York, 
on remitting payment for the Religious Intelligencer says, 
‘this will leave a balance in my favour of 60 cents; 
which if you please, you may hand to the Treasurer of 
the Female Education Society in your city It may en- 
courage that Society to Know that a disiant friend wishes 
them God speed, sixty cents value. Ove thousand wish- 
es productive only, of 60 cents each, would make a sum 
sufficient to support a pious indigent youth two or three 
years in preparing to become a herald of salvation to the 
benighted heathen, who might and probably would, with 
the blessing of God, be instrumental in couverting a sin- 
ner from the error of his ways, and saving a soul from 
death; and thus, create or cause joy in heaven, What 
an invaluable good such wishing wou!d produce ! 


, L. B. 
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der of chiefs Or among tleir particular favour- 
ites, and these again rent it to farmers who usually 
gef about one half of the products. 
is supreme over all who are under him, and takes 
even their lives at pleasure. Besides all these 
rents, the farmers are unmercifully taxed, and are 
compelled, in addition, to work for the chief, one 
day in five. But not satisfied with all this, the 
chief, if the land be brought by the tenant to a 
high state of cultivation, inmediately demands a 
greater proportion of the products, or lets it out to 
other tenants who he may be inclined to favour. 
If by great exertions, the farmer raises hogs, goats, 
or fowls, the chief takes them all or nearly all to 
hiniself; for these are considered articies of luxu- 
ry to which the farmer has no right. If he raises 
melons or any foreign fruits, he must sell them 
secretly, or the chief will seize the avails. 

If a man has committed a crime, his own chief 
is the ouly person who will take cognizance of it 
—even the king when applied to in such a case, 
usually denies his right to interfere. The tyranny 
of the chiefs is most oppressive. Each chief of 
any considerable distiaction, has a very numerous 
train of attendants about him, who have nothing 
to du but to steal and commit iniquity. ‘These 
idle persous comprise a very large proportion of 
the community, | should think nearly one half; 
and the fact that so mapy are completely idle, 
will doubtless prove one of the principal hindran- 
ces to the introduction of the gospel among thein, 


and of that sound mortality which it prescribes. 
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TO OUR PATRONS. 

Time, which never stops, has brought us to the com- 
meucement of the Tenth Volume of the Religious litelli- 
gencer. During the nine years in which our work has 
been published, we have weekly visited many who are, 
and mavy who are no more; and often, we trust, have 
brought them *‘ good tidings of great joy.” Numerous re- 
vivals of religion, blessed seasons, have refreshed various 
portions of our country, aud announced in our pages, have 
made glad the people of God at adistance. We have re- 
corded the formation of many of the noblest Societies ev- 
er formed, aud, from time to time, have given intelligence 


In- 


stitutions, whose numbers we shall vot now recount, in- 


af their operations, their progress, aud their success. 


tended and calculated to alleviate the miseries of man, 
supply his wants, beuer his condition ; regenerate, sanc- 
tify, and save his soul, have Come inio existence, and with 
scarcely an exception, have gove from strength, doing 
good, and going on todo more. It has been delightful to 
know and to tell what God has dote for the souls of the 
perishing heathen ; how worthily of their new character 
the converts there act ; and how in our own country, the 
ignerant are instructed, the feeble strengthened, and the 
poor have the gospel preached to them. We have con- 
stantly found that the more the heathen are cared for, the 
more the destitute in our own country are remembered 
and assisted ; the more plentiful are the effusions of Di- 
vine grace upon our own churches and congregations. 
Some things of a different character we have had to 
communicate. The nakedness and spiritual destitution of 
many parts of our land has been more and more discover- 
ed, and published. Profaneness, intemperance, and sab- 


To our Patrons. 


Every chief 


[J UNE. 


however painful the fact, tt has been our duty to tell it. 
Providential dispensations have, in some cases, portend- 
ed disaster and destruction to an important design, and 
filled its supporters with apprehension. But we have |it- 
tle disposition or motive to dwell on these. They arose 
very formidable and threatened ;—they have passed away, 
as a dream when one awaketh. Men also have “ set 
themselves and taken counsel against the Lord, and a- 
gainst his Christ." Scarcely an enterprise of benevo- 
lence has been attempted, but it has been opposed. Pe- 
culiar malignity, and almost ail the worst passions of fall- 
en man, have been elicited by the operations of the Di- 
vine Spirit, and the holy and active efforts of his subjects. 
Less we could not expect; and, since we have seen the 
result and the tendency of it, we could scarcely have de- 
sired less. For however such opposition may have tor- 
mented its abettors, and however it may have disquieted 
those against whom it was levelled, it is fast making real 
christians of every denomination acquainted with the ac- 
tual state of the case, and fast bringing them to the unan- 
imous purpose, that with infidelity, superstition, and world- 
liness in every shape, they will wage deadly war, and will 
have neither peace nor truce with them, till they are utter- 
ly exterminated, 

The year which has now closed has not been without 

its share of interest. The operations of almost every mis- 
sionary society have been extended, aud there are few 
stations, where converts have not been made from hea- 
thenism. ‘Che missions of the American Board have been 
eminently successful. Ceylon has been a theatre of won- 
ders. A large number of converts, suddenly called out of 
the darknessof heathenism, not into the speculative know- 
ledge of Christiauity, but into the marvellous light of the 
gospel, will have a greater effect on the minds of the re- 
maining idolaters, than any exhibition of the evidences of 
Christianity by missionaries, however enlightened and 
learned. 
The mission at the Sandwich Islands, has also done ex- 
cellent things. Strengthened by a reinforcement, at the 
time when it was most needed, it has secured and increas- 
ed its iuflueuce over the chiefs, and has beea enabled, to 
a great extent, to gratify the earnest desire of both chiefs 
and people for literary and religious instruction. The in- 
flueuce of white meu also, at first adverse to the mission 
and generally the most formidable obstacle which a mis- 
sion tothe heathen has to er. ounter, is now almost entire- 
ly in its favor. Some difficulties, arising from the death 
of the late king, may perhaps be apprehended; but we 
trust the worst trials of the mission are passed never a- 
gain to be encountered 5 and that. hereafter the word of 
Gud will have free course in those islands. If we tura 
vur eyes to the savages of our western states and territo- 
ries, the prospect is animating. A heathen and barba- 
rous nation, receiving by degrees the divine light of Chris- 
tianily, forsaking its hunting, its war dances, and its wiich- 
craft, tor agriculture, knowledge, and the worship of God ; 
and going on thence to the civil organization of a repub- 
lic, and the literature, arts and elegancies of a civilized 
people is a grand spectacle. It is a specimen of what 
may be effected by men of a missionary spirit, who are 
convinced that something must be done, and are resolved 
that something shall be done. 


Other societies also have gone on their way prosper- 
ously. Africa, the land of deserts is beginning to blos- 
som. Her sons, long enslaved by their fellow men and 
by devils, learn to breathe the free air of Christian liber- 
ty. After many frowns, God has smiled on the labours of 





bath breaking have exjsted to an alarming extent, acd 


the Colonization Society, sent down his spirit on the col- 
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ony, and reduced its chaotic materials to order and form. 

From the southern point of that continent, the missiona- 

ries of Luropean societies are advancing and penetrating 

the heart of a country into which neither soldier nor mer- 

chant canenter. Madagascar, her largest island, is seek- 

ing the knowledge of God, and rising to a rank aniong 

the nations of the earth. The Jews, long forgotten are 

remembered, and sought out in all their dispersions, by 

missionaries, who find them willing to hear, and desirous 

to know why God has so leng afflicted them. Institutions, | 
of every grade, for edacation, have received more exten- 

ded support and exerted greater efficiency than at any for- 

mer period. Simplicity and increased energy are intro- 

ducing into every department of instruction, and knowl- 

edge is greatly increasing. The Sabbath School system 

is uniting its efforts and ehasing away the heathenism of 
Christian lands. Already, on the face of , the globe it 

numbers its million of scholars. 

While God has thus blessed the efforts of his people, 
death, which falls alike on the high and the low, the good 
and the bad, has removed many from their places ;—they 
have rested from their labours and their works do follow 
them. Mr. Mosely, of the Choctaw mission, Mr. Nich- 
ols of Bombay, and Mr. Chapman of Union, have gone 
to deliver their last report. We acknowledge the hand 
of God to be heavy, but cannot be disheartened, while we 
know that he is abie to raise up others to fill their places. 
Of the converts, Catharine Brown, the Cherokee, and 
Keopuolani and Tamoree of the Sandwich Islands, have 
diced, and their deaths are precious. A multitude of oth- 
ers, the fruits of revivals, of foreign and of domestic mis- 
sions, and of Sabbath School institutions ; and many sup- 
porters of the noblest and best institutions, have depart- 
ed and left a blessed remembrance. May all their survi- 
vers redouble their efforts, and do with all possible dili- 
gence, what they have in their hearts to perform. 

As the efforts of the Christian public have become 
greater and more efficient, opposition to them has in some 
cases, died away: in others, it has assamed a more defi- 
nite form. Some of the citizens of this enlightened re- 
public, seem, in their opposition to the circulation of the 
Bible, to sympathize with the despots, spiritual and tem- 
As this isa free country, the 
thing will take its natural course. But if the subject were 
notso awful, we might smile to see the palsied arm of the 
Ouoman lifted against Omnipotence, while his throue is 
crumbling beneath him; or the Pope aud his counsellors, 
attempting to stop the light ofthe sun by interposing « 
Ball. Surely, he that sitteth in the heavens, will laugh at 
such egregious folly. 

Revivals of religion have probably at po period, been 
more extensive and powerful. Our western states and 
territories have been refreshed when they ibirsted, bya 
plentiful rain, which we trust continues and will long con- 


tinue to fall. We have had, indeed comparatively litde 


_ of this nature to record of New-England. Occasional 


drops have fallen; but the land is very dry. How long 
itis to contiaue so, is known to Him who deals not with 
his people accordimg to their sins, nor rewards them ac- 
cording to their iniquities. Yet we think that through 
the darkness of his counsels, we seea ray of light, slowly 
brightening and expanding, and promising to cover this 
region with noon day glory. 

As the future is unknown, we can make few promises. 
Nor is it necessary that we should. The public have 
had opportunity to become fully acquainted with our 


work. We have some complacency in the belief, that its 
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ciples, and its adaptation to the necessities of by far the 
largest portion of the community, have obtained for it 
the continued patronage of so great a number. To lite- 
rary elegance, so excellent in its place we make little 
pretension. If we have that which a religious commu- 
nity needs and wants, we shall give it freely, and be satis- 
fied. We hope that all, who are engaged in any depart- 
ment of the same general object with us, will do the 
same’ We hope to learn by every week's experience, 
and to make every succeeding Number, better and more 
useful than the last. Longer than the work shall be use- 
ful, we shali not desire its continuance. We supplicate 
the blessing of God upon it, that it may, in its sphere, ex- 
ert the greatest possible degree of influence in extending 
the boundaries of the Christian church, in adding to its 
nuinbers, and augmenting the holiaess of its members. 





INSTALLATION. 


On the 11th of May, the Rev. Hart Talcott was installed 
at Warren,Ct.as colleague pastor with the Rev. Peter Starr 
The introductory prayer was offered by Rev. F. Marsh; 
sermon by Rev. Joel Hawes; charge b,’ Rev. P. Starr; 
consecrating prayer by Rev. J. Hallock , the right hand of 
fellowship by Rev. L. P. Hickok ; address to the people 
by Rev. A, Gillett, and the concluding prayer by Rey, C. 
Prentice. 





AMERICAN JEWS’ SOCIETY. 


“The Society for meliorating the condition of the 
Jews” celebrated its fourth anniversary in New York oa 
the 13th of May. The Report, which was read by Mr 
Ogilvie, states that during the last year 109 auxiliaries 
have heen added to the Society, making in all, 320. The 
funds of the Society aurount to 13,841 dollars. ‘The man- 
agers have rented a farm in Westchester couaty of about 
400 acres, to which the converted Jews now in-this coun- 
try are to repair, Dr. Wolf and Mr. Jacoln, two -con- 
verts from Judaism, have lately arrived from Europe, and 
with six others are now under the care of the Board. It 
is intended to send av agent to Europe to acquire iafor- 
mation respecting the views, situation, and wants of the 
Jews, and in every way to promote the object of the So- 
ciety. : 





Translation of Scotts Bible into the French Language.— 
Proposals have been issued in Paris for the translation 
of Scott's Contmentary on the Bible into the French lan- 
guage, the plan is warmly recommended by the ministers 
of the Lutheran and Reformed Churches. 


A GOOD WISH. 


An agent in the western part of the state of New-Yerk, 
on remitting payment for the Religious Lotelligencer says, 
‘this will leave a balance in my favour of 60 cents; 
which if you please, you may hand to the Treasurer of 
the Female Education Society in your city It may en- 
courage that Society to know that a distant frieud wishes 
them God speed, sixty cents value. Ove thousand wish- 
es productive only, of 60 cents each, would make a sum 
sufficient to support a pious indigent youth two or three 
years in preparing to become a herald of salvation to the 
benighted heathen, who might and probably would, with 
the blessing of God, be instrumental in couverting a sin- 
ner from the error of his ways, and saving a soul from 
death ; and thus, create or cause joy in heaven. What 
an invaluable good such wishing wou!d produce ! 





exclusive devotions to religious subjects, its catholic prin- 
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rx 


t. Bie <a 


“ae 


sad - 
am ata 


. 
-&. 


Hee OF - 

















a 


7s » Aare 
= 


. 6 ="@ 3 


Juaed 


es 
4 
: 


i Oe 
we 











INDIAN MISSIONS. 


Extract of a letter to the Editor of the Religious 
Intelligencer, from a Missionary among the 
western Indians, dated—Choctaw Nation, sipril 
18th, 1825. 
One object of my writing at this time, is to re- 

quest you, Dear Sir, to direct my papers in fuiure 
to Winchester, Wayne county, Mississippi. ‘This 
arrangement has become necessary, (iv order that 
I may get them without much delay and incon- 
venience,) in consequence of my removal to the 
south east part of the Choctaw country. My mo- 
tive for removing to this section of country was, 
that the people tere might be better supplied with 
the means of instruction, The population of what 
is called the Six Towns, and its vicinity, is mnuch 
nore dense than in the northern and western dis- 
tricts; and the effects of moral degradation much 
more shocking to witness. The establishment 
cailed Goshen is in the darkest part, it is, my dear 
Sir, darkness which may be felt. But I trust the 
children of Isracl have light in their dwellings. 
Week after week, and monih after month, during 
the winter season, can be distinctly heard the songs 
of their polluted heathen dances; scarcely a night 
excepted. Though I have been more than eight 
years among the Indians, I never knew before, any 
thing comparatively of their abominations, ‘Their 
behaviour, conversation, and appearance cannot 
be described with decency. Yet these wretched 
objects have also precious souls destined to an im- 
mortal existente. A few, sometimes forty or fifty, 
attend meeting on the Sabbath when the exerci- 
ses are in their own tongue, or through an inter- 
preter ; and we think we discern an improvement 
in some things. The @aptaiu of the village lately 
losta little grand child by death, and requested the 
missionaries to attend to its burial in every respect 
as though it was their own. <A few days previous 
to its death, I visited the family in company with 
my wife, and, as on former occasions, we began 
to sing some hymns in the Choctaw language. 
We knew that they had ever been well pleased 
with this exercise, and supposed it would prove 
consoling in some degree, to them m their afflic- 
tion. But the mother of the sick child immedi-- 
ately leftthe room with emotion carrying the child 
with her. Upon inquiry we learned that they were 
inwilling to hear us sing at that time, thinking it 
would hasten the death of the child. 

They supposed we were addressing the Great 
Spirit to take the child to himself, and they were 
unwilling to part with it. We endeavored to ex- 
plain our object, and withdrew after a few words 
of exhortation. However, at the funeral, they 
wished us to sing and pray that the soul of the de 
ceased might go above. "lie grave was dug near 
to one where the father had been buried some 
years since. ‘The latter had been burnt over, i. e. 
a large fire had been kindled over itin order to 
prevent the father’s ghost returning after any more 
of the children. ‘They told us one had died be- 
fore this last, since the father’s death, and his 
chost wanted to take all the children with him.— 
They therefore meant to continue to burn the 
erave to prevent it. ‘The poor creatures could not 
be made to believe otherwise than according to 
tradition received from their fathers. ‘They have 
some terrible conceptions of an evil spirit. They 


Indian Missions.—Osage Indians. 





(Jung, 


ed a luxury by them. ‘This they must carefully 
eat, and have none of it about them in the night, 
especially if they go out; else, “the witches wili 
catch them.” ‘This and many other superstitious 
notions are taught their children so that they can 
scarcely venture out of the house in the night. 

But by far the greatest evils we have to contend 
with, and that most ruinous, aud dreadful in its 
consequences, is their intemperance. This is, in- 
deed, their deadly foe; and, to human view it js 
utterly improbable that any permanent good will 
be effected without a stop, a thorough reformation 
somewhere. 
stiong drink, yet it can hardly be wondered at 
when we consider the following things: 1. Itis 
the glory and pride of the nation to be intoxicated, 
and they are taught it from their youth up. 2, 
They can live upon the coarsest and wildest food, 
or go hungry half of their time ; so that they con- 
sider the loss of their property but of little conse- 
quence. 3. ‘They have every inducement held out 
to them, by some white people that can he thought 
of. Yes, it is too true, that many who have en- 
joyed the full light of the gospel, bring eternal 
ruin upon themselves and lnundreds of the poor In- 
dians, by selling them their baneful poison. The 
laws of God and man are trampled upon with im- 
punity, and a long tain of wasting deadly evils is 
the certain daily comusequence. O how many wid- 
ows and orphaus are thus made yeatly; and what 


make them almost indifferent in respect to their 
real wants. Where, or when the evil will stop we 
know not. Our laws are good in themselves ; but 
when magistiates, and the more respectable part 
of community witness the depredations, if I may 
so call them, of their lawiess neighbors with in- 
difference, what less can be expected. O, if such 
men knew what misery, bloodshed, and death they 
occasion, would they not cease? Where, of whom 
will this blood be required ? Father! forgive them, 
they know not what they do. 

Will not Christians pray for us, that these flood 
gates of ruin and death may be shut—forever clo- 
sed ; that the word of God may have free course 
and be glorified. 

{s it not possible that the church looks too much 
at, or depends too much on the use of means ; 
while they forget in degree that “It is not by 
might, nor by power, but by my spirit saith the 
Lord.” Missionaries are but men, poor and nee- 
dy. ‘hey are subject to peculiar conflicts with 
the great acversary. Their personal warfare, the 
responsibilities of their calling, and the dying mis- 
eries of the heathen, do eall aloud for the fervent, 
and unwearied prayers of God’s people through 
the earth, 


OSAGE INDIANS. 
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HARMONY MISSION. 





Inthe report of the Rev. Mr. Dodge to the Sec- 
retary of War, fur the year ending Sept. 30, 1824, 
the amount of property belonging to the Mis- 
sion is estimated at 18,000 dollars, of which sum 
the farm, farming utensils, &c. make 5719 dollars ; 
the buildings 4887 dollars; and the store depart- 
ment 4991 dollars. The names of the members of 
the Mission are as follows: 





sometimes make a kind of bread whicti is esteem- 


Rey. Nath’i B. Dodge, 


Though the Indians are fond of 


desponding, heart sickening poverty exists, to 
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Rev. Benton Pixley, 

Rev. W. B. Montgomery, 

Wm. N. Belcher, physician, 

D. H. Ausiin, carpenter, 

Samuel B. Bright, farmer, 

Samnel Newton, farmer and steward, 

Otis Sprague, farmer and superintendent of In- 
dian boys, 

Amasa Jones, teacher, 

Richard Colby, blacksmith, 

Mary Etris, 

Harriet Wooley. 


The two last named are single females. All 
the rest are married; and the number of their 
children is 25; making with their parents, 47 
white persons in the mission family. 

From the fourth annual report of the Harmony 
mission to the United Foreign Missionary Socie- 
{\, it appears that the receipts in cash during the 
past year tave been 2967 dollars 99 3-4 cents; 
and the disbursements 315! dollars 31 cents,— 
Tue stock consists of 12 oxen, 32 cows, and 25 
young cattle, 11 horses, several swine, &c. ‘The 
implements of husbandry are 1 heavy wagon, 1 
light do. 2 ox carts, 7 ploughs, &c. Land enclo- 
sed, about 700 acres; 130 of which have been 
ploughed and cultivated. The amount of pro- 
duce from the farm is estimated as follows; 1600 
bushels of corn, 450 of wheat, 450 of oats, 15 of 
buckwheat, 120 of sweet potatoes, 100 of Irish do. 
120 of turnips, 20 of beans, 75 of onions, &c. 

The whole number of children in the school is 
553 of which number $6 are Indians, and 19 
whites. The number of Indian children at the 
commencement of the year was 17 ;—increase 19. 
Nineteen of the children can read in the Testa- 
ment, 6 are learning to write, 2 are in arithmetic, 
and 6 are prepared to commence the study of ge- 
ography as soon as they can be supplied with 
books. Four Indian children have died sinee the 
last annual report. 

UNION MISSION. 


Extract from the Report of the Rev. Mr. Vaill to 
the Secretary of War, for the year ending Sept. 
30, 1824. 

“The property of this Mission consisted at first, 
chiefly in various articles of clothing and provis- 
ion for x school, materials for building, &c. That 
hind of property has, of course, greatly diminish- 
ed, while that which is invested in buildings, 
stock, and improvements, has annually increased. 
That which belougs to the farming department, 
consisting in cattle and horses, improvements, aud 
production of the land, farming utensils, Sc. is 
vaiued at 7,000 dollars; the saw and gristmill are 
valued at 4,000 dollars ; a large barn well finished, 


500 dollars; a spring house, built of stone, 250 


dollars ; various log buildings, carpenter’s tools 
and stock, are estimated at more than 6,000 dol- 
lars. The remaining property of this station, be- 
ing of a more fluctuating nature, and amounting 
to less than it has done for one or two years past, 
causes the aggregate amount to be less. In esti- 
mating property, we have been governed, in some 
measure, by the expense which has attended our 
improvements. The price of labour, materials, 
and provision, have probably been higher in this 
country than in any part of the United States. 
The prospects of the school are more favoura- 
Ble than at any time since tits commencement,— 
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Two of the oldest and most forward boys, who 
are full-blooded Osages, have been sent to the 
Foreign Mission Seminary at Cornwall, in the 
state of Connecticut, to finish their education.— 
They left Union on the 23d inst. immediately af- 
ter the examination of the school. They had re- 
sided in the family almost two years, and had 
made as good proficiency as could have been ex- 
pected. The others, also, make pleasing progressin 
knowledge, and useful habits. They speak the 
English language with considerable fluency. One 
youth of fourteen attends to arithmetic, and is an 
apprentice to the carpenters’ trade. Others-serve 
as interpreters on common subjects. A girl of 
about fifteen, who has been at school not more 
than a year and six months, reads in the Scrip- 
tures, writes a handsome hand, sews, spins, and 
performs any kind of domestic business with ex- 
pertness. In a word, the children with us are all 
promising and lovely. And the Osages general- 
ly are not behind any other nations in regard to 
their powers of mind. They do not yet, however, 
sufficiently appreciate the importance of educa- 
tion. While they treat with friendship and res- 
pect this Missionary family,—they are chiefly in- 
tent on the chase, and war with their Pawnee 
neighbours. 

We have the pleasure of reporting to the gov- 
ernment that an agricultural settlement has been 
commenced, that ten families during the past 
year, have come forward of their own accord, and 
begun to make fields, and build houses ; that they 
have succeeded well in raising, by their own indus- 
try, good crops, and that they have felt, in some 
ineasure, the benefits of carrying their productions 
to market, and exchanging them for money.— 
This settlement is denominated Hopefields, and is 
situated about four miles north of Union, on the 
east side of Grand river.” 

Mr. Vaill estimates the value of the property at 
Union at 21,808 dollars. The expenses during 
the past year have been 4,260 dollars ; the receipts 
4,233 dollars. 





FROM THE NEW-YORK SPECTATOR. 


| AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 





The first anniversary meeting of this Society 
was held at Philadelphia on the 24th ult. Alex- 
ander Henry, Esq. presided. The annual report 
wasread by the Rev. Mr. Bedell of the Episcopal 
“haurch, after which, several resolutions were pas- 
sed, and addresses delivered by the Rev, Mr. 
Christmass of the Presbyterian Church, Montre- 
al; Rev. Mr. Keyte, of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church of St. Louis; Peter Hawes, Esq. of New- 
York; Rev. Dr. Statighton of the Baptist Church, 
Philadelphia; Rev. Mr. Holdict of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Philadelphia; Rev. Mr. Mal- 
colm of the Baptist Church, Hudson; Rev. Mr. 
Breckenridge, of the Presbyterian Church, Lex- 
ington, Ky.; and by T. D. Williams, Esq. of New- 
Haven, Ct. This interesting meeting was held 
in Dr, Wilson’s large church, which was crowded 
with a respectable audience. It appeared from 
the report that there are now about one hundred 
and twenty five thousand children in the Sunday 
Schools of the United States—more than 80,000 
of whom belong to schools connected with the 
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After the addresses were concluded, the follow- 
ing One, written for the occasion by Mr. Tappan, 
was sung. 


The angel ranks that gird the tlirone 
Of Majesty, stand not alone ; 

To mortals disenthrall'd ‘tis given 

To join the choral hymns of heaven. 
Hark | even now aricher strain 
Comes floating o’er the eternal plain: 
To infant choirs those harps belong, 
And children's voices swell that song. 


Gabriel ne’er touch'd a sweeter string, 

Eis legions listen as they sing: 

O whence those cherub minstrels,—say,— 
Clad in Immanuel’s bright array ? 

In scenes where thoughtless worldlings dwell, 
Their lot was cast, whose lyres now swell 

The thrilling melody above ;— 


Thine be the praise, O God of love. 


Tue Sunpay Scnoor! Earth has no name 
Worthier to fill the breath of fame ;— 

The untold blessings it hath shed 

Shall be reveal’d when worlds have fled. 

O thou of Beth’lem! once a child, 

Jesus! compassionate and mild, 

Approve thy work ;—he this the sum 

Of all our toil—* Tay KixGpom come.” 





SUNDAY SCHOOLS IN THE UNITED STATES. 
The N. Y. Observer has prepared the following 
table of the number of auxiliaries, schools, teach- 
ers, and scholars, attached to the American Sun- 
day School Union, from the first annual report of 
the Society. 
Auriliaries Schools Teachers Scholars. 


Maine, None 

New Hampshire, 1 

Vermont, None 

Massachusetts, 1 6 123 65 
Rhode Island, 4 621 
Connecticut, 50 

New- York, 10 170 1887 12,786 
New-Jersey, 46 100 1072 8014 
Pennsylvania, 170 397 3742 28,223 
Delaware, 13 Q 189 1736 
Maryiand, 14 41 591 = =3096 
Virginia, 24 i) 406 8476 
North Carolina, 9 7 289 2292 
South Carolina, 4 21 18 1311 
Georgia, 1 14 124 811 
Alabama, 1 

Mississippi, ¢ 8 Q4 64 
Louisiana, None 

Tennessee, 2 3} 86 281 
Kentucky, 4 77 641 
Ohio, a 19 208 1440 
Indiana, 1 18 134 
Missouri & Illinois 96 188 1567 
Florida, None 

Michigan, 1 13 145 
Dis. of Col. 3 26 437 2605 


FROM THE GUARDIAN AND MONITOR. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS AND BIBLE CLASSES. 


Messrs. Eprrors, 

When I came to this place in July last, 
there was no Sabbath School or Bible Class 
either among the Baptists or Congregational- 
ists. We were so happy, however, as to see 
two Sabbath Schools opened immediately, and 


Sunday Schools in the United States.—Signs of the Times. 
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came too cold to continue them longer. { 
soon set about instituting a Bible Class, and in 
a very few weeks after meeting and stating its 
object and utility, I had the happiness to find 
twenty-three who were willing to be the firs: 
in forming the “ BrsticaL AssocrATION in 
New Ipswich.”” We have since numbered more 
than forty. Rev. Mr. Barber, the Congrega- 
tional clergyman in this town, has also formed 
a much larger Class. We all use Wilbur’s 
Biblical Catechism, and in my Class we also use 
his Testament. Our meetings are well atten- 
ded, the lessons thoroughly committed, and the 
Testament carefully read. There is in my 
class the appearance of special religious ex- 
citement in a number of instances, which has 
been to me both pleasing and encouraging.— 
We shall wish the Guardian and Monitor sent. 
commencing with the January Number. 

Last month I formed a Bible Class in Rock- 
ingham, Vt. consisting of about sixty young 
persons of both sexes, most of whom are sub- 
jects of the late revival in that place. It was 
truly affecting to see these young disciples 
with the greatest eagerness, and tears of grat- 
itude, meet and form themselves into a Biblic- 
al Association, for the study of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. I had furnished myself with seventy- 
five of Wilbur’s text books, and as many Tes- 
taments, which were mostly disposed of at the 
second meeting. 

The revival in that place, and in Westmin- 
ster adjoining, has been truly cheering to the 
hearts of the people of God, particularly as it 
has been principally among the youth. 

They are very anxious to see the Guardian 
and Monitor. I will hold myself responsible 
for two of each No. of the present volume, 
which must be sent by mail to the Post Office 
at Sexton’s River, Vt. directed to the Bible 
Classes in New Ipswich, N. H. and Rocking- 
ham, Yt. TEACHER. 

March 1, 1825. 


SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


The day we live in, says a writer in the Lon- 
don Evangelical Magazine for March, is big with 
events, which have an important bearing on the 
cause of religion universally, and on the present 
and future happiness of the human race. We 
are approaching that era in the history of the 
world, when the blessings of civil and religious 
liberty will be enjoyed by all the children of men. 
This is the high decree of the God of heaven, and 
though earth and hell combine to oppose, it must 
and shall be accomplished in due time. Yet we 
are not to expect that this great revolution will be 
brought about at once, and without a struggle. 
They must be little acquainted with the history 
of mankind who flatter themselves, that Satan 
will quietly suffer his dominions to be invaded, 
and overthrown without an effort of resistance. 
He is at this time uniting his forces, politieal and 
ecclesiastical, into a grand confederacy against 
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kings, princes, popes, prelates, priests, and Jesuits, 
together with the false prophet, all conspiring to 
stop the progress of knowledge, and the enlarge- 
ment of the Messiah’s kingdom among men. 
“He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh; Je- 
hovah shall have them in derision.” The events 
which are taking place justify these remarks. 
The Grand Sultan has issued a firman forbidding 
the circulation of the Scriptures, and command- 
ing all who are possessed of copies to deliver them 
up. The Greek ecclesiastics of the higher order 
are also discovering their hostility to the Bible. 
The bulls of the Pope, and the re-establishment 
of the order of the Jesuits, are unequivocal proofs 
of their concurrence. 

We are led from circumstances to believe, that 
the Inquisition will very soon be revived in Spain 
—that the Jesuits will be re-established in France ; 
and then will follow the suppression of Bible So- 
cieties, and of that noble erection of perhaps not 
less than 1500 schools on the British System. 
The approaching dissolution of the Russian Bi- 
ble Society,—the dismission and persecution of 
their Excellencies Prince Gallitzin and M. Pa- 
pof,—the banishment of those excellent and most 
extraordinary Catholic clergymen, Gosner and 
Lindle, whose labours, in preaching the Gospel 
and in the circulation of the scriptures, have been 
above all praise; ail demonstrate the great and 
general movement, to bring back those times 
when the mind, conscience, body, soul and estate, 
lay prostrate at the feet of a haughty, covetous, 
and cruel priesthood. What heart under the in- 
fluence of Christian principles, is not moved at 
such prospects as these. 


IS SIN A TRIFLE? 


What has blighted as with mildew, a world 
which, as it came from the hands of its Creator, 
was pronounced “very good?” What has turned 
a paradise into a region of wretchedness and wo? 
Why was the world once drowned by a mighty 
fluod of waters? Why is the earth tossed to and 
fro by the dreadful earthquake? Why is its sur- 
face, by means of burning volcanoes, covered 
with torrents of liquid fire? From whence have 
sprung those calamities, almost numberless, which 
Visit our race; those various and complicated dis 
eases which prey upon our species; those wars 
which have desolated whole regions, and that 
death which every day exultingly exhibits the tro- 
phies of its victories and which has turned the 
world into one universal charnel house? It is 
sin, it is sin alone, “ which has brought death into 
the world and all our wo.” 

I still ask, is sin atrifle? In imagination as- 
cend with me into heaven.— Where are those my- 
riads of beings who once circled the throne of the 
Almighty and hymned his praises? They sin- 
ned, and the thunder-bolts of divine indignation 
were let loose upon them and discomfited their re- 
bellious ranks and drove them from heaven. In 
imagination descend with me into hell.—What 
has kindled this lake of fire and brimstone, the 
smoke of which is ascending up and will ascend 
up forever and ever? Hark! what sounds are 
those which strike the ear? They are the clank- 
ings of the chains of a fallen angel; they are the 
shrieks of a damned spirit. What brought them 
to this dungeon of misery and despair? Qh, it 
Was sin, it was sin. 
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But if you would realize the full extent and 
awfulness of sin, go with me to the land of Judea, 
visit the neighbourhood of the city of Jerusalem 
and ascend the mount of Calvary. Who is this, 
suspended between the heavens and the earth on 
the accursed tree, his head covered with thorns, 
his hands and feet riven with nails, his side pier- 
ced with a spear, and frou whose parched lips 
has just been heard to escape the touching ex: 
mation “* My God, my God, why hast thou tor 
saken me?” and who has just now cried witi « 
loud voice, “It is finished,” and has yielded ip 
the ghost? Itis Jesus, the Son of God. And 
why did he thus suffer, why did he die this cruel 
and ignominious death? It was for us, for us 
sinners. 


For us these pangs his soul assail, 
For us this death is borne, 

Our sins gave sharpness to the nail, 
And pointed every thora. 


O how dreadful then must be that state into 
which, by the fall, we have been plunged ; how 
awful a thing must that be, which requires for its 


expiation that costly blood of the Son of God. 
Phil. Rec. 





A VISIT TO THE SICK. 


It wasa gloomy winter evening, but duty called me 
forth to visit the abode of some widows in the depth of 
poverty and suffering. At one place, where some of 
them lodged, the mistress of the house received me with 
a hearty welcome, and a cheerful countenance. I have 
reason to hope she feared God and loved her Saviour.— 
In a small roém I found one of these poor widows sink- 
ing under a painful disease, the effects of which rendered 
all attendance upon her exceedingly trying, while she 
needed more than usual care and tenderness. In this 
situation she was kindly nursed by her hostess, who assu- 
red me that her rest at night was quite destroyed by at- 
tendance on her poor inmates, while their complaints ren 
dered the daily care they required not less irksome than 
unpleasant. 

The loud and incessant cough of one in an adjoining 
apartment and the poor object before me, fully proved the 
truth of this statement ; yet the mistress of the house won- 
dered that I expressed surprise at her kind assiduity, 
which she seemed to edésider as a matter of course, and 
an indispensable duty. 

When I had conversed and prayed with this poor suf- 
ferer, ] found my conductress had further oceupation for 
me, and begged as a favour that I would visit another in- 
mate, of whom she spoke with respect and delight. “Is 
she ill?” Lasked. “ No she is not; but she longs to see 
you.” TI followed her into a gloomy apartment, where, 
at a little table, sat adecrepid aged female, apparently in 
the depth of poverty and wretchedness. My guide said, 
“ Here, Mrs. , here is your friend.” The counte- 
nance of the aged person brightened with joy. I found 
that she was aconstant attendant on my ministry. She 
appeared to enjoy communion with her Saviour, and this 
was all her support and consolation ; for as to this world 
she was wholly destitute. Her steadfast faith and ‘simple 
contented spirit enabled her to express herself, as to her 
bright hopes of eternal life, in language far superior to 
what is usual from persons in her station of life. It was 
asermon to me; and I could not but say to myself, here 
are two human beings really hap 5 their countenances 
plainly express their feelings. hat then must be that 
unseen Saviour! how great must be his value, and how 
inestimable his grace, which can gild such a scene as 
this! whose influence sheds a solid certainty of real joy 
in this wretched chamber, the abode of suffering and 

verty, but where there is neither sorrow nor repining. 

hat have I to complain of, compared with what is 
here? Then let me learn where to look, and from whom 
to seek that comfort, of which neither time nor cireum- 
stances can rob me ; which will last through all eternity, 
and which alone can be called true happiness. bs 
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OETRY. 


SELECTED FOR THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


A Christian Mother on the death of her darling 
Child. 


There was the parting sigh, 
With that the spirit fled, 
And wing’d its flight on high, 
And left the body dead : 
No prayers, no tears, its flight could stay, 
'T was Jesus call'd the soul away. 


O how shall I complain 
Of him who rules above, 
Who sends no needless pain, 
Who always smites in love ; 
Who looks in tenderest pity down 
E’en when he seems to wear a frown, 


The eve of Jesus wept, 
It dropt a holy tear, 
When Mary’s brother slept, 
A friend to Jesus dear: 
Delightful thought! that blessed eye 
Still beams with brightness in the sky. 


I know my babe is blest, 
Her bliss by Jesus given ; 
Shie’s early gone to rest, 
. , ° 
She's found an early heaven: 
Phe sigh that clos’d her eyes on earth, 
Phe moment of her happiest birth. 


But ah! my spirits fail, 
I feel a pang untold, 
Those ruby lips so pale, 
That blushing cheek so cold : 
And dim those eyes of dewy light, 
That smil'd and ganc’d so lovely bright 


To lay that darling form, 
So Bea « e’en in death, 
Food for corruption’s worm, 
The mould’ring earth beneath. 
© worse to me than twice to part, 
Phan second death-stroke to my heart 


As summer flower she grew, 
Expanding to the morn, 
All gemm’'d with sparkling dew, 
A flower without a thorn. 
A mother’s sweet and lovely flower, 
Sweeter and lovelier every hour. 


But ah! my morning bloom 
Searce felt the warming ray, 
An unsuspected gloom 
Obscur’d the rising day ; 
A dreary, cold, and withering blast, 
Low on the ground its beauty cast. 


Its glistening leaves are shed, 
That spread so fresh and fair, 
The balmy fragrance fled, 
That scented all the air. 
And lowly laid its lifeless form, 
A gentle victim of the storm. 


But why in anguish weep ? 
Hope beams upon my view, 
’Tis but a winter's sleep, 
My flower shall spring anew ; 
Each darling flower on earth that sleeps 
O’er which fond memory hangs and weeps : 
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16 Poetry—A Christian Mother on the death of her darling Child— Obituary. 


All to new life shall rise, 

In heavenly beauty bright, 
Shall charm my ravish’d eyes, 
In tints of rainbow light ; 
Shall bloom unfading in the skies 
And drink the dews of Paradise. 


O this is blest relief! 
My fainting heart it cheers ; 
It cools my burning grief, 
And sweetens all my tears: 
These eyes shall see my darling then, 
Nor shed a parting tear again. 


And while I feel at heart 
The balm of comforts gone, 
I only mourn apart, 
Lam not left alone : 
Though nipt some buds of opentng joy, 
How many still my thanks employ. 


And thou, my second heart, 
Lov‘d partner of my grief, 
Heaven bids thee not ae. 
Of earthly joys the chief: 

A favour’d wife, and mother still, 
Let grateful praise my bosom fill. 


‘< Give me,” said an infidel, to a distinguished French 
Divine, *‘ your principles, and I willbe a better man 
than yourself.” ‘ Begin,” replied the believer, * with be- 
ing a ketter man, and you will soon have my principles.”’ 
The promise of our gracious Redeemer harmonizes with 
this sentiment: “ If any man will do his will, he shall 
know of the doctrine whether it be of God.” 


_ Obituary. 


Pima 2 eee BER in 

Some of the distant readers of the Religious Intelligen- 
cer, have expressed a wish, that we should publish week- 
ly, a list of deaths in this vicinity. Those who are desir- 
ous of preserving such a Record of the death of friends, 
are requested to give notice accordingly, mentioning the 
name and age. 

















DIED, 

In this city, on the 24th ult. Mr. James Brannen, aged 
71; Mr. Timothy Ward, 39: Mr. Prentice Weaver, 38, 
formerly of Wilmington ; Mr. Charles Moulthrap, 27; oa 
the 14th ult. Rev. Joseph P. Tavior. He graduated at 
Yale College in 1814, and had been recently licensed to 
preach the Gospel. 

At North-Haven, on the 25th ult. (suddenly) Mr. Cor- 
nelius Dayton, aged 37. 

On the 22d, drowned in the river at Hotchkistown, 
Mr. Miles, aged 40, formerly of Milford. 

At Middletown, Mrs. A. Ward, 78, relict of the late Mr. 
Samuel Ward; Mrs. Polly Starr, aged 64. 

At Hartford, Miss Mary Clark, aged 20, late of New- 
York; Charlotte D. daughter of the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
Brownell, aged 8. 

At New-London, Mrs. Deborah Tilley, 83. 

At Southbury, on the 7th ult. Simeon Hinman, Esq 
Attorney at Law, 58. Mr. Hinman graduated at Yale 
College in 1784. 

At Norwich, on*the !4th ult. Farewell Coit, Esq. 66. 
At Windham, Mrs. Backus, wife of Mr. Luther Backus 
At New-Canaan, widow Mary St. John, 75. 

At Danbury, Mr. James Fry, 28. 

At Bridgewater, Penn. Mr. Samuel Backus, 45, form- 
erly of Norwich, in this state. 
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